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institution, and the sooner true and honest Moderates washed their
hands of it, the better. The Times of India wrote that courage in
Indian politics was rare, and surgical operations always painful; but
it was convinced that the Congress would gain in power and in-
fluence if it had the courage to amputate the accretion, m.} the
Extremists, and if it carried on the work ready to its hand without
fashing about the distant goal of colonial "self-government, which
was likely to form a weapon in the hands of the men who wrecked
the Surat session, and who would rejoin the organization, signing
every and any declaration only that they might divert the Congress
from its old constitutional paths to their own methods of agitation.
As a result of the courageous stand taken by Pherozeshah, and in
which he was supported by most of his old colleagues, the Congress
which met at Madras in the following year under the presidentship
of Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh, was able to keep out the Extremists, who
were so anxious to regain their foothold. As the President in his
address put it, their paths now lay wide apart, and a yawning gulf
separated them. The Congress was ready to take the wayward wan-
derers back, but it could not and dared not extend the hand of
fellowship to them, so long as they persisted in their present policy.
It is necessary at this point to anticipate matters a little, and to
follow the fortunes of the Congress somewhat further on its onward
journey. The Madras session had proved a success, and falsified the
gloomy forebodings of hostile critics. The struggle was not at an
end, however, and there were many in the camp of the Moderates,
who were anxious to close up the ranks, and sighed for a united
Congress. The next session was to be held at Lahore, and it was
expected that a concerted opposition would be offered to the newly-
framed constitution. A strong President was required in the circum-
stances, and the choice of the Provincial Congress Committees
almost unanimously fell on Pherozeshah. The only dissentient voice
was that of Bengal, which, more than any other province desired a
rapprochement, and which did not relish the idea of having at the
helm a resolute man who knew his own mind and had his own way
of dealing with timidity and vacillation. At the Bengal Provincial
Conference held at Hooghly in August 1910, the leaders of both
sections had taken part, and attempted to prepare the ground for a